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... corrections certainly has a role to play in the return of offenders
to society and their successful re-entry into their communities.

Re-Entry and Reintegration — What Is Corrections’ Role?

tates across the nation are
experiencing extraordinary fis-
cal crises that are prompting
governors and legislatures to
recommend dramatic cuts to all
areas of state government. Correc-
tional departments have not been
immune to these cuts and, in fact,
have been among the hardest hit.

Correctional administrators trying
to find ways to save basically have
three options. First, they can reduce
spending on institutional security;
however, cuts in this area could com-
promise the safety of inmates and
staff. Second, administrators could
reduce programming expenses; how-
ever, prison and jail-based services
across the nation are already thread-
bare and offer little or no potential
for savings. Thus, the third option,
managing prison populations more
effectively, is the only realistic
option.

There are two major ways to con-
trol prison populations: Limit the
number and length of stay for those
entering the system or remove indi-
viduals from the system.

Corrections can play an important
role in the first area by doing a better
job of educating lawmakers concern-
ing the implications of changes to
sentencing guidelines. But, in the
end, decisions impacting who and
how long an individual is placed in
our care are largely made by our
state legislatures and the courts. It is
in the second area of re-entry and
reintegration of offenders — on
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which this issue of Corrections Today
focuses — that we can have a great
impact.

Corrections must
make inroads into the
community to ensure
that those leaving our

care have access to
programs and
services in the
community.

According to the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, more than 8 million indi-
viduals were released from our
nation’s prisons and jails and
returned to the community in 2000.
In fact, more than 95 percent of the 2
million people currently incarcerated
will one day be released from our
prisons and jails. A 1994 BIS recidi-
vism study estimates that within
three years, 51.8 percent of inmates
released during the year were back in
prison either because of a new crime
for which they received another
prison sentence or because of a tech-
nical violation of their parole. If soci-
ety can do a better job in this one
area, it will have a dramatic impact

on correctional populations, as well
as on the safety of our communities.

Correctional populations are not
static, and corrections certainly has a
role to play in the return of offenders
to society and their successful
re-entry into their communities. Cor-
rections cannot be content with pro-
viding educational job training and
health care within our institutions.
Corrections must make inroads into
the community to ensure that those
leaving our care have access to pro-
grams and services in the communi-
ty. We must ensure that they have
access to adequate health care, treat-
ment for medical, mental and sub-
stance abuse problems, and that they
have the opportunity to earn a living
wage. The solution to issues sur-
rounding the re-entry and reintegra-
tion of offenders into society does
not belong solely to corrections; it
belongs to the community. And, as
part of the community, we must play
our role by ensuring that treatment
and educational programs are avail-
able and used, and developing part-
nerships with community-based
groups. ¢



